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SELECTMEN’S 


REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Weymouth  for  the  year  ending 
March  14,  1853,  submit  the  following  Report : 

The  Board  have,  in  pursuance  of  a  vote  of  the  town,  caused 
the  widenings  in  East  Street,  and  Loud’s  Lane  to  be  worked.  It 
was  divided  into  sections,  and  let  at  public  auction  to  Mr.  Sheahan 
and  Mr.  Croker.  Mr.  Croker  has  finished  his  contract,  and  it  has 
been  accepted  and  paid  for.  Mr.  Sheahan  has  nearly  finished 
his  jobs  and  received  the  most  of  his  pay.  The  road  is  now  in 
such  condition  that,  in  our  opinion,  the  yearly  highway  tax  will 
keep  it  in  such  repair  that  no  extra  sum  need  be  expended  upon 
it.  The  land  damages  have  nearly  all  been  paid. 

The  contract  of  Mr.  Sheahan  for  removing  a  ledge  of  rocks  in 
Old  Spain,  has  been  performed,  and  he  has  received  his  pay ; 
also  his  contract  for  work  in  Randolph  Street,  and  some  other 
work  which  seemed  necessary  to  be  done  in  the  same  street. 
This  street  is  now  in  a  fair  condition  for  the  travel  that  passes 
upon  it.  As  the  street  is  two  miles  long,  and  the  highway  tax  very 
small,  it  will  be  necessary  to  assist  yearly,  by  expending  some 
portion  of  the  money  part  of  the  highway  tax  upon  it. 

Mr.  McGarry’s  contract  for  Pond  Street  has  been  worked,  ac¬ 
cepted  and  paid.  The  town,  as  trustee,  in  the  case  of  Stowell 
and  Hubbard,  v.  J.  S.  Barrett,  have  been  discharged,  and  we  have 
paid  the  balance  due  on  the  contract,  to  the  order  of  G.  W.  White, 
to  whom  Mr.  Barrett  assigned  his  contract  prior  to  the  service  of 
the  writ. 

Early  in  the  year  a  petition  to  widen  and  straighten  Summer 
Street  was  received,  and  upon  viewing  the  premises  we  found 
them  in  such  condition  as  to  be  liable  to  an  indictment — for  nearly 


one-half  the  distance,  the  road  was  so  narrow  as  to  make  it  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  for  two  carriages  to  pass,  besides  being  in  many 
places  so  rocky  as  to  make  it  very  dangerous  to  the  travellers. 
We,  upon  examination,  laid  out  such  widenings  as  the  case  im¬ 
peratively  demanded,  and  reported  to  the  town,  at  a  meeting  held 
in  the  month  of  June.  The  report  was  adopted  by  the  town,  and 
we  were  instructed  to  cause  as  much  work  to  be  done  as  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  town  required — we  accordingly  laid  it  off  into  sec¬ 
tions  and  let  it  at  public  auction.  It  was  taken  by  Mr.  A.  Chees- 
man  and  Mr.  Sheahan.  Mr.  Cheesman  has  finished  his  contract 
and  been  paid  for  the  same.  Mr.  Sheahan  is  now  upon  his  work 
and  will  probably  soon  finish  it.  His  jobs  in  Summer  Street 
amount  to  #117  50 — none  of  which  has  been  paid.  When  all 
the  contracts  are  completed  the  road  will  be  in  a  respectable  con¬ 
dition,  and  well  accommodate  the  travel  that  passes  on  it. 

The  widenings  in  Union  Street  we  laid  off  in  three  sections — 
two  of  which  were  taken  by  Theodore  Reed,  of  Abington.  The 
work  was  to  have  been  finished  by  the  15th  of  November  last ; 
but  it  has  not  been  done.  He  took  them  at  auction  to  grade  ac¬ 
cording  to  specifications  for  the  sum  of  #90 — nearly  two-thirds  of 
a  mile  in  length.  Mr.  J.  Shaw,  Jr.,  took  the  other  section,  per¬ 
formed  the  work  in  season  and  has  been  paid  for  it.  On  petition 
we  have  examined  and  laid  out  roads  in  Old  Spain,  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  Pearl  Street  to  Phillips’  Lane,  and  so  connecting  with 
North  Street;  another  at  East  Weymouth,  Washburn  Place,  so 
called,  commencing  on  Water  Street,  near  the  Founderv,  and  run¬ 
ning  easterly  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  then  nearly  at  a  right 
angle,  running  northerly  to  Water  Street,  between  the  school- 
house  and  the  store  occupied  by  Mr.  Raymond.  The  road 
is  laid  out  without  expense  to  the  town  except  where  we  took 
from  the  school-house  yard.  The  reports  of  our  laying  out  will  be 
submitted  to  the  town  at  the  next  annual  meeting.  The  County 
Commissioners  have  laid  out  that  portion  of  the  Braintree  and 
Weymouth  Turnpike  that  is  situated  in  Weymouth,  as  a  public 
road.  The  town  became  liable  from  that  time  to  keep  it  in  passa¬ 
ble,  condition,  besides  being  ordered  by  the  court  within  eighteen 
months  to  make  very  extensive  improvements.  On  receiving  a 
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copy  of  the  precept,  we  were  of  opinion  that  the  general  repairs 
had  better  be  deferred  to  the  coming  year.  We  caused  the  stone 
to  be  picked,  and  to  so  fill  the  sunken  meadow  near  Mr.  D.  Rich¬ 
ards  as  to  be  passable  for  the  travel.  Mr.  Cheesman  did  the 
work,  and  has  been  paid.  In  the  month  of  December  we  re¬ 
ceived  a  petition  for  a  meeting  of  the  town  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  work  put  under  contract.  At  a  meeting  held  for  that 
purpose  a  committee  was  chosen  and  directed  to  cause  the  work 
to  be  finished  by  the  first  of  July  next.  We  understand  that  it 
has  been  let  at  auction  for  nearly  thirteen  hundred  dollars,  and 
to  be  paid  for  when  done.  At  the  same  meeting  the  town  voted 
that  the  selectmen  put  the  new  road  lately  laid  out  from  near 
Perez  lands  to  Braintree,  under  contract,  when,  in  their  judg¬ 
ment,  the  interests  of  the  town  required.  On  consultation  we 
concluded  that  as  the  present  year  was  so  near  an  end,  it  would 
be  better  to  defer  it  until  the  spring.  The  Commissioners  have 
ordered  a  bridge  at  the  railroad  crossing  instead  of  level  grade, 
which  will  greatly  increase  the  expense. 

We  contracted  with  Mr.  Walling,  in  pursuance  of  a  vote  of 
the  town,  for  a  town  map  of  one  thousand  copies  for  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  dollars,  executed  in  the  style  of  the  specimen  and 
correspondence  on  the  subject.  The  mounting  will  be  fifty  cents 
each  map  additional  cost.  The  committee  raised  by  the  town, 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  subscribers,  have  returned  over  six 
hundred  for  mounted  maps,  besides  some  without  mounting.  We 
think  the  whole  number  will  be  taken  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years.  It  was  expected  that  the  maps  would  have  been  here 
before  now,  bu^when  the  work  was  nearly  ready  for  the  engrav¬ 
er  it  was  sent  here  for  correction  of  the  names  of  householders, 
&c.,  when  it  was  found  that  the  school  district  lines  were  incor¬ 
rect  in  some  instances.  The  errors  occurred  in  consequence  of 
the  boundary  lines  never  having  been  surveyed,  but  only  described 
as  running  from  a  certain  point  to  another  point,  so  many  rods 
north  or  south  of  a  certain  person’s  house.  The  errors  were 
corrected  and  the  map  returned  to  Boston  in  December,  but  as 
Mr.  Walling  was  then  engaged  in  surveying  a  railroad  in  Mille- 
ville,  some  time  was  lost  before  the  work  was  sent  to  the  en- 


f 


6  • 

graver.  He  informs  us  that  it  is  now  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the 
best  engravers  in  Philadelphia,  and  will  be  very  shortly  out. 
He  hopes  to  be  able  ter  send  a  specimen  map  in  season  for  the 
town  meeting. 

Last  July,  when  the  new  liquor  law  came  in  force,  in  pursu¬ 
ance  of  its  provisions,  we  appointed  three  agents  for  the  town  to 
sell  under  its  provisions.  The  reasons  for  three  instead  of  one 
were,  that  it  might  be  procured  for  lawful  purposes  without 
trouble  or  delay,  and  also  that  the  agents  would  be  better  ac¬ 
quainted  personally  with  the  persons  applying,  and  less  likely  to 
be  imposed  upon  by  those  who  might  want  it  for  unlawful  pur¬ 
poses.  The  regulations  were  to  sell  only  for  the  purposes  named 
in  the  law,  and  with  that  we  gave  them  discretionary  power. 
They  were  to  keep  an  exact  account  of  all  liquors  bought  and 
sold,  and  all  other  matters  connected  with  their  agency.  We 
intended  so  to  regulate  the  price  of  sale  as  to  remunerate  the 
town  for  the  salary  of  the  agents  and  the  other  expenses  of  the 
trade  without  profit  or  loss  to  the  town.  The  salary  of  the  agents 
is  one  dollar  per  week  each.  The  price  for  which  we  sold  has 
been,  as  near  as  may  be,  twenty-five  per  cent,  above  the  cost, 
but  have  concluded,  as  there  is  some  loss  by  evaporation,  that 
thirty -three  per  cent,  would  be  about  the  right  profit.  The  sales 
have  been  all  in  small  quantities,  and  we  believe  has  been  used 
by  the  purchasers  for  lawful  purposes.  The  agents  were  appoint¬ 
ed  for  a  year. 

The  vote  of  the  town  on  refunding  the  taxes  illegally  assessed 
on  the  Weymouth  and  Braintree  Institution  for  Savings  has  been 
performed,  by  repaying  with  interest,  since  th£  demand  was 
made,  all  such  taxes  as  the  town  received  for  their  own  use. 
They  demanded  the  tax  they  paid  the  ninth  school  district,  but  we 
ascertained  the  district  was  the  proper  place  for  them  to  apply. 
There  has  been  a  decision  by  the  courts  on  the  case  of  some 
person  vs.  the  City  of  Worcester,  exactly  similar  to  this  case, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  we  should  have  been  compelled  to  re¬ 
pay  it,  even  if  we  had  refused. 

The  expenses  of  the  town  for  the  coming  year,  will  be  over 
and  above  the  ordinary  charges,  by  the  expense  of  the  working 
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Washington  Street  and  the  building  the  new  road  to  Braintree,  in 
our  opinion,  amounting  in  all  to  twenjy-five  hundred  dollars. 
Three  thousand  and  five  hundred  will  meet,  in  our  opinion,  the 
ordinary  current  expenses  for  the  support  of  the  poor  and  com¬ 
mon  town  charges. 


RESOURCES  OF  THE  TREASURY  FOR  THE  YEAR  1852. 


Balance  on  hand  March  6th,  1852,  . 

.  $3,807  41 

Received  of  Ezra  Reed,  guardian  of  B.  Torrey, 

32  00 

u 

“  North  Bridgewater,  Pauper  account,  . 

6  50 

a 

“  East  “  “ 

29  50 

<( 

“  Collector,  for  Taxes,  . 

.  9,896  83 

it 

“  State,  School  Fund, 

225  17 

tt 

“  Col.  E.  Humphrey,  Loan, 

.  3,000  00 

n 

“  for  support  of  State  Paupers,  . 

70  08 

a 

“  the  State  Treasury  for  removing  McPherson, 

15  00 

it 

“  Town  of  Sandwich,  Pauper' account,  . 

29  68 

it 

“  Town  of  Braintree,  “ 

32  58 

u 

“  E.  Holbrook,  for  obtaining  land  warrant, 

5  00 

u 

for  Hawker  and  Pedler  Licences, 

22  00 

Total  receipts  to  Feb.  21st,  1853, 

$17,171  75 

PAYMENTS 

Made  by  the  Treasurer  since  March  6,  1852. 

Orders  of  the  Selectmen  and  Assessors,  .  .  .  $14,808  01 

Overseers  of  the  Poor,  .....  1,640  91 

I 

$16,448  92 


SCHOOLS. 

The  Town,  at  their  last  Annual  Meeting,  voted  four  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  for  the  support  of  Schools,  .  .  .  $4,000  00 

The  income  of  the  Alewife  Fund  is,  ...  252  00 

The  Town’s  portion  of  the  State  School  Fund  is,  .  .  225  17 


► 


$4,477  17 


r 
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The  Town  voted  that  the  School  moneys  should  be  apportioned  among 
the  several  Districts,  as  follows :  one-fourth  of  the  whole  equally  among 
the  Districts,  the  remaining  three-fourths  to  the  several  Districts,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  number  of  children  between  five  and  fifteen  years  of  age,  in 
each  District. 


Dist.  No.  1  has  98  persons,  and  its  proportion  of  money  is  $409  46 


it 

No. 

2 

It 

70 

a 

a 

it 

324 

45 

it 

No. 

3 

it 

209 

a 

tt 

a 

746 

47 

il 

No. 

4 

il 

104 

u 

a 

a 

427 

68 

a 

No. 

5 

il 

93 

a 

it 

u 

.394 

28 

tt 

No. 

6 

il 

98 

tt 

a 

a 

409 

46 

it 

No. 

■7 

il 

90 

u 

a 

a 

385 

17 

a 

No. 

8 

il 

121 

a 

it 

a 

479 

29 

u 

No. 

9 

ii 

158 

a 

a 

a 

591 

63 

a 

No. 

10 

il 

65 

a 

tt 

u 

309 

28 

Total, 

1,106 

Total  to  all  the  Districts, 

$4,477 

17 

District  No.  1.  Stillman  Cushing ,  P.  Committee. 


Balance  due  March  8th,  1852,  .  .  $288  72 

Appropriation  for  1852,  .  .  .  409  46 


Paid 

Mary  A.  Thomas,  Teacher,  for  last  year, 

$56  00 

u 

Edward  Humphrey,  “  “ 

126  00 

a 

A.  L.  Bates,  “ 

84  00 

ii 

Eliza  L.  Pratt,  “ 

82  50 

it 

Stillman  Cushing,  for  Fuel,  . 

20  75 

a 

A.  D.  Sargent,  Teacher, 

46  50 

a 

Elisha  Pratt,  for  Fuel  last  year, 

20  06 

u 

James  Humphrey,  Teacher, 

96  72 

Balance  due, 

165  65 

$698  18  $698  18 

District  No.  2.  Josiah  Copeland ,  P.  Committee. 


Balance  due  March  8, 1852,  .  .  $156  38 

Appropriation  for  1852,  .  .  .  324  45 

Paid  E.  French,  Teacher, . 

“  H.M.  Wood,  “ 

“  James  Blanchard,  for  board  of  H.  M.  Wood, 

Balance  due,  .  .  , 


$120  00 
128  00 
52  00 
200  83 


$480  83  $480  83 
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District  No.  3.  Zachariah  L.  Bicknell,  P.  Committee. 


Balance  due  March  8,  1852, 
Appropriation  for  1852, 

Paid  M.  M.  Dyer,  Teacher, 

“  S.  E.  French,  Teacher, 
“  E.  G.  Parrott,  . 

“  Z.  L.  Bicknell,  for  fuel, 
Balance  due, 


$273  51 
746  47 

$98  00 
112  00 
]25  00 
72  30 
612  08 


$1,019  98  $1,019  98 


The  expense  of  the  Schools  now  in  operation,  will  be  $294  20. 


District  No.  4.  Richard  Hunt,  P.  Committee. 


Balance  due  March  8,  1852, 

$4  93 

Appropriation  for  1852, 

Paid  Lewis  E.  Keith,  Teacher, 

427  68 

$122  50 

“  L.  A.  Paddock,  Teacher, 

67  50 

“  L.  E.  Keith,  Teacher, 

105  00 

“  L.  A.  Paddock,  Teacher, 

49  50 

Balance  due, 

88  11 

$432  61 

$432  61 

The  Schools  now  in  operation  will  absorb  the  whole  balance. 


District  No.  5.  Samuel  Torrey ,  P.  Committee. 
Balance  due  March  8,  1852,  .  .  $114  55 

Appropriation  for  1852,  .  .  .  394  28 


Paid  Miss  Dickerman,  Teacher,  (last  year’s  service,)  $20  00 

Paid  “  “  81  00 

“  Emily  Torrey,  Teacher,  .  81  00 

“  “  “  54  00 

“  Mr.  Lewis  E.  Noyes,  Teacher,  .  120  00 

Balance  due,  ...  152  83 


$508  83  $508  83 

Miss  S.  M.  Torrey  is  now  teaching  for  12  weeks  for  $54. 


District  No.  6.  Palmer  Loud,  P.  Committee. 


Balance  due  March  8,  1852, 
Appropriation  for  1852, 


$131  42 
409  46 


2 


$540  88 
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Brought  forward, 

$540  88 

Paid  Mrs.  Temple,  Teacher  of  Penmanship, 

$15  00 

il  Martha  J.  Burrell,  Teacher, 

108  00 

“  Sarah  V.  Porter,  Teacher, 

96  00 

“  Jas.  Dyer,  for  wood, 

24  00 

“  N.  Whiting,  for  wood, 

6  50 

“  J.  Kelley,  preparing  wood, 

3  00 

Balance  due, 

288  38 

$540  88 

$540  88 

The  Schools  now  in  operation  will  probably  cost  about  $125. 

District  JVo.  7.  Samuel  Shoves ,  P.  Committee. 

Balance  due  March  8,  1852, 

$83  81 

Appropriation  for  1852, 

385  17 

Paid  Mary  V.  White,  Teacher,  . 

•  • 

$66  50 

11  Emily  F.  V.  Torrey  “ 

•  • 

110  50 

“  Henry  Woodman,  “ 

•  • 

160  00 

“  Elizabeth  White,  “ 

•  • 

64  00 

“  E.  Reed  and  J.  G.  Rogers,  for  wood, 

18  25 

“  Samuel  Shoves,  for  wood  and 

preparing  it, 

24  44 

Balance  due, 

•  • 

25  29 

$468  98 

$468  98 

District  JVo.  8.  Erie 

T.  Joy,  P.  Committee. 

Balance  due  March  8,  1852, 

.  $102  72 

Appropriation  for  1852,  . 

479  29 

Paid  Lewis  E.  Noyes,  Teacher  (last  year’s  service), 

$100  00 

“  E.  W.  Tirrell,  “ 

•  • 

53  00 

“  Belinda  Shaw,  “ 

•  • 

80  00 

u  Susan  M.  Torrey  “ 

•  • 

90  00 

“  D.  F.  Torrey,  « 

•  • 

24  00 

“  _  for  fuel, 

•  • 

28  83 

M  Lewis  E.  Noyes,  Teacher, 

•  • 

100  00 

“  E.  F.  Joy,  for  fuel, 

•  • 

1  85 

Balance  due, 

•  • 

104  38 

* 

$582  01 

$582  01 

Mr.  L.  E.  Noyes  is  now  teaching  a  term  of  10  weeks,  which  will  cost 
about  $100. 
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District  No.  9.  John  C.  Rhines ,  P.  Committee. 

Appropriation  for  1852,  ....  $591  63 

Paid  Jonathan  French,  Teacher,  .  .  .  $408  02 

“  Elizabeth  L.  Torrey,  Teacher,  .  .  183  61 

$591  63  $591  63 

District  No.  10.  Mr.  Joy ,  P.  Committee. 

Balance  due  March  8,  1852,  .  .  .  $179  42 

Appropriation  for  1852,  ....  309  28 


Paid  D.  Humphrey,  Teacher,  (last  year’s  service,)  $120  00 

“  Clarrissa  French,  Teacher,  ...  70  00 

“  Lavinia  A.  Nash,  Teacher,  ...  54  00 

Balance  due,  ....  244  70 


$488  70  $488  70 

The  present  winter  Schools  are  not  included  above,  as  they  have  not 
closed. 

Amount  of  unexpended  Funds,  March  8th,  1852,  .  .  $1,335  46 

“  of  Appropriation  for  1852,  .  .  .  4,477  17 

$5,812  63 

Expense  of  Schools  in  operation,  but  not  closed  at  the  last 

Annual  Meeting,  .....  $422  00 

Expense  of  Schools  the  present  year,  already  paid,  .  3,507  83 

Estimated  expense  of  Schools  now  in  operation  and  not  yet 
closed,  .......  791  31 

Estimated  net  balance,  after  all  Schools  have  closed,  .  1,091  49 

$5,812  63 


HIGHWAYS,  TOWNWAYS  AND  BRIDGES. 

• 

At  the  last  Annual  Meeting  the  Town  voted  to  raise,  by  assessment 
of  a  tax  of  thirty  cents,  on  each  poll  and  property,  in  due  proportion, 
one-sixth  to  be  assessed  in  money,  and  the  five-sixths  in  labor,  for  the 
repairs  of  highways,  &c.  The  cash  part  to  be  expended  under  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Selectmen. 

The  whole  amount  assessed  in  Labor,  about  $2,350  00 

“  “  “  “  Money,  470  40 


$2,820  40 
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There  has  been  expended  in  cash,  as  follows  : 


In  the  district  under  the  care  of  H.  Bicknell,  .  .  $25  00 


(( 

it 

a 

u 

<( 

Charles  Briggs, 

15  00 

u 

a 

u 

a 

tt 

James  S.  Foye, 

21  20 

u 

a 

a 

a 

it 

George  Cushing,  . 

15  00 

u 

a 

it 

a 

tt 

Samuel  Hawes, 

20  41 

a 

» 

tt 

it 

tt 

Wilson  Tirrell, 

10  00 

u 

it 

tt 

u 

it 

Reuben  Loud,  Jr.,  . 

26  37 

a 

tt 

u 

tt 

tt 

Noah  Stowell,  Jr.,  . 

15  37 

it 

t 

tt 

tt 

u 

Samuel  Burrell,  Jr., 

15  50 

tt 

tt 

a 

tt 

cc 

Benjamin  D.  Vining, 

37  54 

a 

u 

tt 

<t 

tt 

George  W.  White,  Jr., 

43  49 

a 

a 

ii 

tt 

tt 

Edmund  Thomas,  . 

40  00 

a 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

David  Shaw, 

14  89 

u 

tt 

tt 

a 

tt 

Thomas  Derby, 

18  00 

it 

a 

tt 

tt 

it 

Jacob  N.  Bates, 

30  00 

tt 

Ann 

Street, 

to  Isaac  Jackson,  .... 

60  50 

Paid  B.  Gillegan,  for  removing  rocks  in  Union 

Street,  .  .  .  .  .  $2  00 

u  Mr.  Stimpson  for  work  on  East  Street,  .  4  00 

“  Silas  Holbrook  for  gravel  for  Union  Street,  10  80 
“  Jacob  Loud,  for  work  on  Pond  Street,  .  2  00 

“  Sheahan,  for  removing  rock  near  Dr.  Fifield,  35  00 

-  462  07 


For  removing  Snow. 

Paid  Harrison  Bicknell,  for  bill  of  labor, 

“  Samuel  French,  3d,  “  “ 

“  Samuel  Burrell,  Jr.,  “  “ 

“  Benjamin  D.  Vining,  bill  not  received. 

“  George  White,  Jr.,  for  bill  of  labor, 

“  Edmund  Thomas,  “  “ 

“  George  H.  Torrey,  “  “ 

“  Noah  Stowell,  Jr.,  “  “ 

11  Reuben  Loud,  Jr.,  “  “ 

“  Wilson  Tirrel,  “  “ 

“  Alfred  Thomas,  “  “ 

“  Lemuel  Humphrey,  “  “ 

“  Jacob  N.  Bates,  “  “ 

“  Geo.  Cushing,  u  “ 

“  Samuel  Hawes,  “  “ 

“  Chauncey  Williams,  “ 


$52  76 

23  87 
6  01 

37  87 
17  20 
22  34 
3  04 
16  41 
5  56 
20  49 
20  33 

24  50 
7  41 
5  48 
2  75 
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Paid  Thos.  Derby,  for  bill  of  labor, 
“  Warren  Thayer,  “  “ 

“  David  Shaw,  “  “ 


$0  75 
5  92 
1  75 


« 


u 


a 


u 


<( 


(( 


ROADS. 

Expense  of  ivorking  the  widenings  of  Roads. 

Paid  Maurice  Sheahan,  for  blasting  rocks  in  Pearl  Street, 

for  work  on  Randolph  Street, . 
for  work  on  East  Street  and  Loud’s 
Lane,  . 

“  G.  W.  White,  the  balance  due  on  contract  transferred 
to  him  by  John  S.  Barrett  for  work  on  rocks  in  Plea¬ 
sant  Street,  ..... 

“  Andrew  McGarry,  for  work  on  Pond  Street, 

John  Shaw,  Jr.,  for  work  on  Union  Street, 

Michael  Croker  for  work  in  East  Street, 

“  Addison  Cheesman,  for  work  on  Summer  Street, 

“  Washington  Street, 


u 


u 


(( 


u 


il 


u 


(( 

u 

u 

u 


u 

u 

u 

« 


“  Administration  of  estate  of  Asa  Dyer,  for 
land  taken  to  widen  East  Street, 
u  North  Parish  in  Weymouth,  for  the  same, 
“  Bela  Vining, 

“  Sylvanus  White, 

“  Benjamin  Burrell, 

“  George  Evans, 

“  Warren  Dyer,  for  land  for  Athens  Street, 
“  Lemuel  Torrey,  “  .  “  “ 

“  S.  S.  R.  R.  Corporation  for  land  for  East  St. 
“  John  L.  Pratt,  “  “  “ 

“  Mary  Wild,  for  land  for  Summer  Street,  . 
“  David  Lovell,  for  land  for  Loud’s  Lane, 

“  Thomas  White,  for  land  for  Summer  Street, 
“  Albert  Hunt,  “  “  “ 

“  Charles  Humphrey  for  land  for  East  Street, 
“  Jacob  Tirrell,  for  land  for  Summer  Street, . 


$3 

00 

9 

00 

18 

55 

40 

00 

20 

00 

3 

75 

12 

00 

3 

00 

5 

00 

7 

50 

34 

00 

45 

25 

20 

00 

6 

67 

11 

00 

50 

00 

$274  44 


$60  00 
122  25 

208  87 


50  00 
103  70 

90  29 
37  00 
277  00 

51  49 


$1,000  60 


$239  22 
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Paid  N.  Vining,  Jr.,  service  on  committees  and 


TOclciSj  •  •  •  • 

$22  30 

“  A.  N.  Hunt,  services  on  committees  and 

roads,  ..... 

8  G2 

“  S.  French  for  services  on  committees  and 

roads,  •  •  •  •  • 

21  40 

$52  32 

“  Noah  Torrey,  for  surveying  in  Summer  St., 

$3  00 

“  James  Humphrey,  for  surveying  in  East 

Weymouth,  .... 

75 

“  Lemuel  Humphrey,  for  surveying  in  Old 

Spain,  ..... 

2  00 

“  for  printing  road  notices, 

2  00 

“  Elias  W.  Pratt,  for  damages  sustained  by 

defect  in  highway,  . 

6  50 

“  Asa  B.  Wales,  for  service  and  expense  in 

- 

meeting  Commissioners,  . 

3  00 

“  Lemuel  Humphrey,  for  services  and  expense 

in  meeting  Commissioners, 

2  00 

19  25 

$71  57 

Expended  of  highway  money  tax, 

$462  07 

“  for  removing  snow,  . 

274  44 

“  in  working  widenings, 

1,000  60 

“  in  pay  for  land  damages, 

239  22 

“  committees,  surveying,  &c.,  . 

71  57 

Total  cash  expense, 

$2,047  90 

Highway  labor  tax,  .... 

2,350  00 

Total  expense  in  cash  and  labor,  . 

$4,397  90 

Expense  of  Town  House. 

Paid  Nathaniel  Shaw,  for  land, 

•  • 

$75  00 

“  Samuel  Newcomb,  for  underpinning,  steps,  and  setting 

the  same,  .... 

•  • 

128  60 

“  George  W.  Shaw,  39|  days’  work, 

•  • 

60  06 

u  “  “  11  27  tons  stone, 

•  • 

13  50 

“  David  Pratt,  for  team  work,  in  levelling  and  carting 

stone  and  sand, 

•  • 

178  84 

“  D.  Pratt,  Jr.,  for  labor  of  himself,  horse,  cart,  and  man, 

54  82 

“  Josiah  Tirrell,  for  work  on  town  house  lot, 

•  • 

10  00 
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Paid  David  Richards,  31  tons  stone  .... 
“  Loud  &  Rhine’s  bill  of  lumber, 

“  Joseph  Loud  &  Co’s,  bill  of  lumber  and  brick, 

“  Alexander  Blanchard,  for  shingles, 

“  Porter  &  Loud  for  lime  and  one  stick  timber, 

“  Weymouth  Iron  Co.,  for  nails, 

“  South  Boston  Iron  Co.,  for  columns, 

“  Rand  &.  Peterson,  for  planing  and  sawing,  and  for 
windows,  doors,  window-frames  and  columns, 

“  Horatio  Evans,  for  hard  pine,  .... 
“  George  Edgerton,  rails,  posts,  and  hard  pine  balusters, 
“  Otis  Greene,  for  Manilla  rope, 

“  M.  C.  Warren,  door  and  window  fastenings,  . 

“  Hammond,  Manson  &  Co.,  iron  dealers, 

“  Samuel  Healey,  for  iron  work, 

“  Blake,  Ware  &  Co.,  for  railing  and  screws, 

“  A.  H.  Holden  &  Co.,  for  sash  weights, 

“  Cyrus  Washburn’s  bill  for  carpenter  work, 

“  “  “  services  as' commuted,  use  of  horse 

and  waggon,  and  railroad  fares  to  Boston, 

“  Cyrus  Washburn,  work  of  D.  Lincoln,  3  days, 

“  Cyrus  Washburn,  for  sundry  small  articles,  as  per  bill, 
“  Stephen  Cain,  for  mason  work, 

“  Stephen  Cain,  for  horse  and  waggon  $4  50 ;  plaster  of 
Paris,  $1  63 ;  sand,  $5  55,  .... 

u  Thomas  C.  Loring,  laying  24  m.  laths, 

“  Thomas  Humphrey,  for  hair,  .... 
“  Ebed  French,  for  laying  65  m.  laths, 

“  Mercutio  Hayward,  9  days  labor, 

“  Moses  W.  Sleeper,  24  days  labor, 

“  Zachariah  Hunt,  pike  poles,  and  labor, 

“  Ephraim  Bradford,  72  days  labor,  G.  R.  Blood, 


« 

“  «  38 

M 

A.  Sherman, 

it 

“  “  13  h 

it 

O.  Hall, 

M 

“  «  25 

it 

Joseph  Foye, 

it 

“  “  6h 

(( 

Sundry  persons 

and 

expenses, 

•  •  • 

it 

James  Tirrell,  for  cash  paid  for  raising, 

u 

“  for  service  on  committee, 

it 

Thomas  Humphrey, 

it 

u 

•  • 

it 

Nathaniel  Blanchard, 

it 

a 

•  • 

u 

Ashford  Baker, 

it 

a 

»  • 

$11  00 
2,019  42 
119  03 
305  30 
64  07 
129  50 
20  14 

477  91 
23  79 
25  00 
5  66 
27  53 
25  89 
41  80 

1  71 
25  90 

948  12 

30.00 
4  50 
22  37 
111  50 

11  68 

30  87 
9  60 
7  75 
11  25 
46  00 

3  71 
108  00 

66  50 
20  25 
40  62 

14  25 
13  50 
11  80 

4  00 
10  00 

2  50 
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Paid  Appleton  Howe,  for  services  on  committee, 

“  Ephraim  Bradford,  “  “ 

"  “  specifications  and  plans, 

“  Elias  S.  Beals,  service  on  committee,  . 

“  “  u  for  men  and  expenses  of  raising, 

“  Josiah  Tirrell,  for  entertainment  at  the  raising, 

“  Susan  Tirrell,  for  use  of  room  for  committee,  . 

“  Oliver  Shaw,  for  labor,  .... 

“  Stephen  Cain,  for  alcohol,  &c., 

“  Stephen  L.  French,  carting, 

“  George  Bayley,  “ 

“  Samuel  French,  3d,  “  .  .  • 

“  Oliver  1£.  Wheelock  “ 

“  Peakes  &  Burrell,  for  paints  and  labor, 

“  Carruth,  Whittier  and  Sweetser,  for  paints, 

“  W.  S.  Hyde,  for  varnish, 

“  Welden  &  Co.,  paper  and  twine  dealers,  for  mdse., 

“  Stephen  Smith,  for  two  tables,  .- 
“  Wm.  O.  Haskell,  settees  and  chairs,  . 

“  Moses  Pond  &  Co.,  stoves  and  apparatus, 

“  Samuel  French,  2d,  for  mirror,  . 

“  H.  B.  Stanwood,  for  light  fixtures, 
u  Cyrus  Washburn,  for  stock  and  labor,  and  fixing  plat¬ 
form  for  speakers,  and  steps,  and  fixing  the  lights,  . 


$5  00 
7  00 

7  00 
6  25 

22  50 
50  00 
3  00 

8  25 

1  25 
10  89 
10  86 
10  91 

102  07 
142  57 
147  34 
12  25 
17  46 
25  00 
223  75 
85  52 

2  75 
177  25 

25  52 


$6,477  60 

Sold  Cyrus  Washburn,  lumber,  &c.,  .  .  .  135  61 

Total  expense,  ......  $6,341  99 


PAID  FOR  SERVICES  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Selectmen. 

Noah  Vining,  for  services  and  cash  paid, 
Atherton  N.  Hunt,  “  “ 

Samuel  French,  2d.,  “  “ 


$51  47 
31  82 
52  25 


The  above  includes  the  expenses  of  procuring  the  light  fix¬ 
tures  and  other  services,  except  the  roads. 


$135  54 


17 


# 


Assessors. 

Noah  Torrey,  for  service,  . 

Noah  Torrey,  for  stationery, 

James  Humphrey,  for  service, 

“  for  stationery,  &c.,  . 

Samuel  Reed,  for  service, 


$41  87 
9  52 
29  75 
1  80 
34  20 

-  $117  14 


Alvah  Raymond, 
James  Tirrell,  • 
Samuel  Curtis,  . 


Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


$38  06 
14  00 
17  50 

-  69  56 


Thomas  Nash, 

“  extra  service, 


Treasurer. 


$25  00 
11  60 

- -  36  60 


Town  Clerk. 

Oran  White,  service  as  clerk,  . 

“  for  procuring,  recording,  and 

making  returns  of  births  and  deaths, 


$13  61 
53  95 


67  56 


Constables. 

Silas  Binney,  ..... 

$12  10 

Henry  Loud,  ..... 

12  10 

George  White,  Jr., 

20  40 

Collector. 

Cotton  Bates,  fees,  .... 

$116  07 

“  discount,  .... 

291  09 

“  remittances, 

143  20 

“  for  printing  bills,  . 

3  00 

School  Committee. 

Joshua  Emery,  Jr.,  for  service  (about),  . 

$20  50 

Edmund  S.  Potter,  ”... 

18  50 

James  P.  Terry,  “ 

18  50 

Willard  M.  Harding,  “ 

11  00 

3 


44  60 


553  36 


I 
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John  N.  Parker,  for  service, 
E.  L.  Warren,  “ 

John  W.  Loud,  “ 


$20  50 
30  50 

-  $119  50 


Miscellaneous. 


Paid  Oran  White,  as  witness  in  Ford’s  case,  and 

expenses,  ....  $7 

“  William  Coolidge,  as  witness  in  Ford’s  case, 

and  expenses,  ....  6 

for  envelope  distributing,  J.  M.  White,  Jr.,  6 

“  u  Otis  Smith,  .  4 

“  “  Thos.  Cleverly,  .  4 

“  “  Dana  Smith,  .  1 

for  selling  School  Books,  J.  G.  Rogers,  .  3 

“  «  W.  G.  Nash,  .  5 

“  “  H.  Loud,  .  4 

“  “  H.  Loud,  (last  year,)  4 

“  E.  W.  Leach,  for  procuring  subscribers  for  maps,  2 
“  J.  Tirrell,  “  “  “  1 

“  N.  Canterbury,  “  “  “  3 

“  Thomas  Cleverly,  “  “  “  2 


<( 

u 

u 

« 

u 

u 

(( 


$1,143  80 


60 

60 

00 

50 

50 

50 

29 

85 

80 

25 

00 

00 

00 

00  $56  89 


“  A.  S.  White,  Treas.  W.  &  B.  Institution  for 
Savings,  taxes  refunded, 

“  Lemuel  Humphrey,  balance  for  service 
School  Com.,  1852, 

“  A.  B.  Wales,  postage, 

“  H.  F.  Walling,  on  account  of  maps, 

“  Oran  White,  for  copying  old  records, 

“  Nicolas  Thayer,  for  liquor  account, 

“  Edward  Avery,  counsel  on  the  subject  of 
the  new  town,  .... 
“  Members  of  the  Amazon  Engine  Co., 

“  White  &  Potter,  for  printing  schedules, 
school  report,  voting  lists,  &c., 

“  for  use  of  the  old  S.  Church,  for  town 
meetings,  .... 
“  for  use  of  A.  B.  Wales’ hall, 


$190  94 

4  00 
2  06 

100  00 
29  04 
329  00 

25  00 
47  00 

86  50 

40  00 

5  00 
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Paid  J.  B.  Gould,  for  copying  school  report  for 

printer,  .  .  .  .  $3  00 

“  J.  W.  Loud,  to  refund  cash  paid  for  print¬ 
ing,  and  use  of  room  for  School  Com.,  6  00 

“  Elisha  Pratt,  for  distributing  envelopes,  .  1  50 

-  $925  93 


RECAPITULATION. 


Paid  for  Schools,  .  .  .  $3,929  83 

Paid  on  account  of  Roads,  .  .  2,047  90 

Town  House,  ....  6,341  99 

Officers,  Discounts,  and  Remittances,  .  1,143  86 

Miscellaneous,  ....  925  93 


$14,389  51 


The  old  records  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages  have  been  copied 
by  the  Town  Clerk,  so  that  it  is  very  easy  to  refer  for  any  information 
on  the  subject,  from  the  first  records  down  to  the  present  time.  It  was 
found  necessary  to  refer  to  the  Suffolk  records  for  many  of  the  births 
and  deaths.  The  general  records  of  the  town’s  transactions  are  in  a 
bad  condition.  A  copyist  can  be  had  in  Boston,  to  transcribe  the 
whole  of  our  records  that  need  it,  at  an  expense  of  about  $200. 


Old  Bills ,  not  included  in  the  last  year's  Schedule. 
Paid  E.  L.  Warren,  School  Committee,  excess  of  amount  in 


last  schedule,  .  .  .  .  $1  00 

“  N.  Vining,  Jr.,  for  expense  and  service  on  schedule,  .  9  00 

“  A.  S.  White,  for  selling  school  books,  .  .  .  11  56 

“  E.  Humphrey,  “  “  .  .  .  2  62 

“  Henry  Loud,  refreshments  for  firemen,  .  .  14  25 

“  E.  S.  Beals,  auditing  Treasurer’s  accounts,  .  .  1  00 

“  E.  Richards,  “  ,  “  .  .  1  00 

“  estate  of  P.  Vining,  selling  school  books,  .  .  1  22 

li  A.  Howe,  Committee,  special,  on  lygh  schools,  .  2  25 

“  A.  B.  Wales,  postage,  .  .  .  .  .  2  44 

“  Jotham  Shaw,  snow  bill,  .  .  .  .  3  67 

“  Thomas  Colson,  surveyor,  and  others,  services  in  Sum¬ 
ner  Street,  snow  bill,  .  .  .  .  23  28 
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Paid  Charles  Pratt,  for  work  on  roads,  .  .  .  $10  00 

“  Ezra  Vining,  for  damage  in  blasting  rocks,  >  .  1  00 

u  C.  Bates,  remittance  of  tax,  .  .  .  .  1  88 

“  Shubael  Wales,  removing  snow,  ...  75 

“  Thomas  French,  service  on  Committee  on  high  schools,  2  00 
“  A.  Raymond,  refreshments  to  firemen,  .  .  .  4  64 

“  O.  K.  Wheelock,  old  snow  bill,  .  .  .  2  00 

“  John  N.  Parker,  on  Committee  on  high  schools,  .  1  50 

Amount  of  bills  drawn,  but  not  paid,  at  the  last  annual 

meeting,  and  contained  in  the  schedule  of  last  year,  391  00 


$488  06 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

NOAH  VINING,  Jr.,  )  Selectmen 
ATHERTON  N.  HUNT,  }  of 
SAMUEL  FRENCH,  2d.,  )  Weymouth. 


« 


REPORT  OF  THE  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


The  Board  contracted  with  Mr.  Josiah  Litchfield,  to  be  Superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Almshouse  and  Town  Farm  the  last  year,  compensation, 
$175,  and  his  year  will  expire  on  the  first  day  of  April  next. 

This  account  is  made  up  for  twelve  months  in  full  to  February  1st, 
1853. 

The  number  of  Paupers  at  the  house  the  commencement  of  the  year 
was  27  ;  the  whole  number  during  the  year  was  36,  the  average  23,  and 
the  number  at  this  time  is  24.  There  has  been  one  death  in  the  Alms¬ 
house  the  last  year,  viz.,  Mrs.  Lydia  Bates,  agCd  73  years. 

The  charge  to  the  State  for  support  of  State  Paupers,  up  to  the  first 
day  of  November  last,  was  $71  18. 

The  net  expense  to  the  Town  for  support  of  Paupers  in  the  House,  is 
$1,301  15.  In  this  reckoning  we  allow  the  Town  $300  for  the  use  of 
the  Farm,  (as  usual)  and  the  master  of  the  House  his  salary.  The  ex_ 
pense  of  each  Pauper  per  week  is  $1  09. 

The  expense  to  the  Town  for  support  of  Town’s  Poor  out  of  the 
House  during  the  last  year  is  $498  40,  and  we  have  paid  one  old  bill  for 
expense  previous  to  last  year  the  value  of  $29  56. 

The  charge  of  Overseers  for  their  services,  postage,  stationery,  trav¬ 
elling  expenses,  & c.,  is  $69  56. 

The  expense  for  assistance  rendered  to  Poor  out  of  the  House,  whose 
lawful  settlement  is  in  other  towns  in  this  Commonwealth,  is  $83  75^ 
the  greater  part  of  which  has  been  refunded. 

The  expense  for  support  of  Poor  out  of  the  House  being  mostly  for¬ 
eigners,  and  State  Paupers,  is  $123  68.  > 


Expense,  for  the  Support  of  the  Poor  in  the  Almshouse . 


Cash  to  Mr.  Litchfield  from  the  Treasurer, 
“  from  the  town  of  Sandwich, 

“  for  wood  and  coal  to  individuals, 
Work,  produce,  &c., 


Contra. 

Paid  Joseph  Loud  &  Co.,  for  grain,  flour  and  coal, 
“  A.  Raymond,  for  goods  bought  by  him, 

“  Joshua  Holbrook,  for  swine,  . 


$95 

00 

29 

68 

70 

78 

401 

19 

$1,396 

65 

$360 

05 

386 

94 

73 

16 

22 


Paid  Charles  Parks,  for  harness,  ....  $21  87 

“  M.  &  F.  Burr,  of  Boston,  for  grass  seed,  .  .  13  03 

“  J.  B.  How  &  Co.,  for  bread,  .  .  .  .  19  72 

“  Moses  Pond  &  Co.,  for  furnace  castings,  .  .  11  95 

“  Samuel  Curtis,  for  blinds,  &c.,  .  .  .  22  37 

“  Alice  Brocker,  for  labor,  .  .  .  .  33  00 

“  Major  A.  Stetson,  for  standing  wood,  .  .  36  94 

“  H.  W.  Sinclair,  for  grain,  .  .  .  .  9  00 

u  Warren  Burrell,  for  shoemaking  and  cobbling,  .  9  33 

“  Henry  Loud,  for  goods,  .  .  .  .  6  60 

“  Noah  Sinclair,  for  ploughing,  .  .  .  .  8  00 

“  Dr.  J.  P.  Hodgdon,  for  medical  attendance,  .  .  4  50 

“  Ezra  Tirrell,  for  salt  grass,  .  .  .  .  10  00 

“  Dr.  N.  Q.  Tirrell,  for  medical  attendance,  .  .  15  75 

“  Dr.  Ira  Perry,  for  medical  attendance,  .  .  2  75 

“  Loring  Tirrell,  for  cow,  .  .  .  .  23  00 

“  Loud  &  Rhines,  for  lumber,  .  .  .  .  6  32 

“  Tilley  Willis,  for  coffin  and  labor,  .  .  .  7  05 

“  Reuben  Lowell,  for  meat,  .  .  .  .  55  38 

“  James  White,  2d,  for  wood,  &c.,  .  .  .  9  50 

44  Samuel  Reed,  for  smith  work,  .  .  .  2  38 

44  James  Blanchard,  for  smith  work,  .  .  .  13  37 

“  other  sundries,  .  .  .  .  .  59  69 

44  Mr.  Litchfield,  for  one  year’s  services,  .  .  175  00 


$1,396  65 


Inventory  of  February  1st,  1852, 
Rent  of  town  farm, 

Cash  to  Mr.  Litchfield, 

Inventory  of  February  1st,  1853, 
Charge  to  State, 

Board  of  Assessors, 

Received  of  town  of  Sandwich, 
Labor  on  roads, 

Balance  for  support  of  poor, 


.  $2,025  04 
300  00 
895  00 

$1,797  85 
71  18 
12  75 
29  68 
7  43 
1,301  15 


$3,220  04  $3,220  04 

Support  of  Town's  Poor  out  of  the  Almshouse. 

Paid  Dr.  I.  Perry,  for  medical  attendance  on  Lucy  Porter,  $6  50 
“  Funeral  charges,  &c.,  for  Lucy  Porter,  .  .  9  57 
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Paid  Elnathan  tBates,  for  support  of  Esther  Bates,  at  the 

State  L.  Hospital,  Worcester,  .  .  .  $65  00 

“  Nathaniel  Loud,  for  Webster  Loud,  .  .  .  40  00 

“  Dr.  A.  Howe,  for  medical  attendance  for  same,  .  9  00 

“  David  B.  Stetson,  for  Hannah  Stetson,  .  .  21  50 

“  House  rent  for  Amos  Eldridge,  of  Salem,  .  .  22  50 

“  Town  of  Plymouth,  for  sickness  and  burial  of  Nancy 

Hollis,  .  .  .  .  .  .  48  50 

“  Town  of  Plymouth,  for  support  of  two  Hollis  boys  .  9  72 

“  E.  G.  Tirrell,  for  supplies  to  widow  Quincy  Hunt’s 

family,  .  .  .  .  .  .  30  21 

“  for  coal  for  the  same,  .  .  .  .  .  12  50 

“  Jesse  Dyer,  for  assistance  to  the  family  of  Benj.  Dyer,  12  00 
“  E.  S.  Wright,  for  clothing  for  Stephen  Hollis,  .  11  02 

“  Z.  French,  of  North  Bridgewater,  for  support  of  Mrs. 

Jeffers,  .  .  .  .  .  .  20  00 

“  E.  G.  Tirrell,  for  assistance  to  family  of  Ezra  Bicknell,  41  69 

“  J.  Litchfield,  fuel  for  widow  of  Ephraim  Pratt,  .  11  75 

“  for  assistance  to  W m.  Bailey’s  family,  .  .  22  65 

«  Coal  to  Widow  Increase  Bates,  .  .  .  6  50 

“  I.  E.  A.  Mann,  for  support  of  David  Binney,  in  the  House 

of  Correction.  .  .  .  .  .  32  99 

“  City  of  Charlestown,  for  Joann  Cushing,  .  .  7  00 

“  Town  of  Braintree,  for  Mrs.  J.  Pratt,  .  .  .  25  75 

«  City  of  Boston,  for  Priscilla  Norris,  .  .  .  4  75 

a  «  “  u  Minot  F.  Bates,  .  .  .  6  50 

«  “  “  “  Sarah  Pittee,  .  .  .  9  50 

«  City  of  New  Bedford  for  Martha  Flint,  .  .  1130 


$498  40 

Assistance  to  poor  out  of  the  House,  whose  lawful  settlement  is  in 
other  Towns  in  this  Commonwealth. 


Paid  Wm.  Holbrook,  for  assistance  to  the  family  of  Mary 


Ann  Fitzgerald,  .  .  ... 

$12  00 

<1 

Dr.  N.  Q.  Tirrell,  for  attendance  on  the  same, 

17  50 

it 

Dr.  N.  Fifield,  attendance  on  Mrs.  Puttellow, 

22  00 

it 

for  assistance  to  widow  Susan  Bates,  . 

8  00 

(( 

to  the  family  of  widow  Nath’l  Briggs, 

7  25 

u 

for  assistance  to  Margaret  Richards, 

17  00 

$83  75 
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Support  of  Poor  out  of  the  House  who  are  mostly  Foreigners  and  State 

Paupers. 

Paid  for  supplies  and  funeral  charges  for  Asel  Robinson,  .  $18  88 

“  expense  and  funeral  charges  in  the  family  of  Abraham 

Evans,  (English,)  .  .  .  .  .  40  71 

u  support  of  A.  Evans’s  children,  .  .  .  24  14 

“  expense  in  the  sickness  of  Samuel  Hines,  (English,)  .  33  70 

“  coal  to  widow  Canary,  (Irish,)  .  .  .  6  25 


%  $123  68 

Paid  old  bill  for  previous  to  last  year  for  support  of  David 

Binnney  in  House  of  Correction,  .  .  .  $29  56 

“  Alvah  Raymond,  for  services  and  money  by  him  paid,  .  38  06 

“  James  Tirrell,  “  .  .  .  .  14  00 

“  Samuel  Curtis,  “  .  .  .  .  17  50 


$69  56 

Paid  Esquire  Hall,  for  obtaining  land  warrant  for  Elisha 

Holbrook,  .  .  .  .  .  .  $5  00 


$ 


#  %  »  9 
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Paupers  in  the  Almshouse,  from  February  1,  1852,  to  February  1,  1853. 


Date. 

Karnes. 

Age. 

Discharged. 

Died. 

W’ks 

D’s. 

Feb’y  1, 

1852. 

Deborah  Vining, 

89 

52 

1 

ii  ii 

i  i 

Elisha  Holbrook, 

76 

52 

1 

it  it 

ii 

James  Richards, 

74 

52 

1 

it  it 

ii 

Silence  Nash, 

72 

52 

1 

it  it 

ii 

Betsey  Overy, 

70 

52 

1 

a  a 

ii 

Samuel  Badlam, 

48 

52 

1 

a  a 

a 

Edmund  Tirrell, 

35 

52 

a  a 

a 

F.  1.  Hayden, 

21 

52 

1 

ii  ii 

a 

Joseph  H.  Hunt, 

20 

52 

1 

it  it 

a 

Benjamin  F.  Thayer, 

9 

52 

1 

it  a 

a 

Harriet  M.  Thayer, 

6 

52 

1 

<i  «< 

it 

Rosetta  L.  Thayer, 

5 

52 

1 

<<  <( 

a 

Julia  A.  Thayer, 

4 

52 

1 

it  it 

it 

Hannah  B.  Thayer, 

8 

April  28,  1852. 

12 

4 

<<  << 

a 

Elizabeth  Tirrell, 

34 

52 

1 

ii  a 

a 

Benjamin  Torrey, 

58 

52 

1 

a  a 

a 

Mary  Torrey, 

59 

52 

1 

it  it 

it 

Deborah  Pratt, 

55 

52 

1 

a  it 

it 

Margaret  Curley, 

38 

52 

1 

it  it 

tc 

John  Curley, 

2 

52 

1 

a  a 

a 

John  Badlam, 

79 

52 

1 

a  a 

a 

Lydia  Bates, 

73 

May  21,  ’52. 

15 

6 

a  a 

a  . 

Joseph  Cook, 

74 

March  12,1852. 

5 

6 

a  a 

a 

Susan  F.  Thayer, 

11 

Ap.  10,  put  out 

10 

April  7, 

a 

Mrs.  Puttellow, 

56 

May  20,  1852. 

6 

1 

“  10, 

a 

Daniel  Richardson, 

71 

April  12,  “ 

2 

May  15, 

a 

Hannah  B.  Thayer, 

37 

“  19, 

ft 

Mary  Norton, 

27 

June  28,  “ 

•5 

5 

ii  ii 

ft 

John  Norton, 

1 

ft  it  ii 

5 

5 

June  18, 

it 

Joann  'Wallace, 

50 

“  21,  “ 

3 

July  1, 

it 

Stephen  Hollis, 

17 

April  19,  “ 

7 

i(  ii 

a 

Charles  Hollis, 

12 

30 

2 

“  12, 

a 

George  Griffin, 

19 

July  27,  “ 

2 

1 

Dec.  6, 

a 

Gustavus  Lymereck, 

35 

Dec.  7,  “ 

1 

“  22, 

a 

Robert  Bell, 

16 

Jan.  17,  1853. 

3 

5 

“  23, 

a 

Hannah  Stetson, 

69 

5 

4 

Jan.  18, 

1853. 

Thomas  Pratt, 

63 

1 

5 

Total  weeks,  .......  1,193 


Inventory  of  Slock,  Wood,  Hay , 


Provisions,  fyc. 


on  hand  Feb.  1st,  1853. 


5  cows,  .......  $140  00 

2  yearlings,  .  .  .  .  •  •  .  20  00 

1  horse,  .......  125  00 

3  swine,  .  .  .  •  •  •  .  50  00 

1  ox  wagon,  with  2  bodies,  .  .  .  .  .  50  00 

11  chains,  .  .  .  .  •  .  .  12  00 

1  ox  cart,  .  .  .  •  ♦  •  .  25  00 

1  horse  cart, .  .  .  .  •  •  .  16  00 


4 
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1  horse  wagon, 

1  hay  wagon, 

1  harness,  with  2  collars, 

1  new  harness, 

1  draft  harness, 

1  roller, 

1  drag, 

4  scythes  and  snaths, 

6  forks, 

6  rakes, 

Ox  yoke, 

6  manure  forks,  and  1  puller, 

1  garden  fork, 

G  hoes, 

2  narrow  hoes, 

1  iron  rake,  . 

1  scraper, 

1  pair  horse  fetters,  . 

4  ox  chains, . 

1  halter, 

2  horse  blankets, 

Surcingle,  cards,  brush  and  comb, 
Lot  of  posts  and  rails, 

1  meal  chest, 

1  cart  saddle, 

6  saws  and  wood  horses, 

1  beetle  and  wedges, 

2  hammers,  . 

Stone  hammers, 

Stone  tools, 

4  iron  bars,  . 

6  axes, 

4  hatchets,  . 

1  bush  hook, 

1  iron  square, 

4  shovels, 

Hay  poles, 

1  grindstone, 

4  hand  stone  hammers, 

1  tackle  and  runner, . 

1  hay  rope,  . 

Lot  of  stone,  . 


$15  00 
40  00 
5  00 
21  00 

4  00 
10  00 

2  00 

5  00 

4  00 
1  00 

10  00 

5  50 

1  50 

2  25 
1  00 

50 

5  00 
1  00 

3  00 
1  00 

1  50 

2  00 
25  00 

6  00 

4  00 
3  25 
3  00 

25 
3  50 
8  00 

3  00 

4  00 
1  00 
3  00 

25 
2  00 
1  00 
6  00 
2  00 

5  00 
1  00 

12  00 
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1  wheelbarrow,  .  .  .  .  .  $2  00 

4  ploughs,  .  .  .  .  .  .  14  00 

1  ox  sled,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10  00 

1  horse  sled, .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3  50 

1  harrow,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13  00 

2  bush  scythes  and  snaths,  .  .  .  .  .  3  00 

Carpenters’  tools,  .  .  .  .  .  .  1  00 

5  tons  English  hay,  ......  100  00 

1£  tons  salt  hay,  .  .  .  .  .  18  00 

Fresh  hay,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10  00 

Firewood,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  68  00 

Coal,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  30  00 

Lot  of  baskets,  .  .  .  .  .  .  2  50 

4  bbls.  pork, .  .  .  .  .  .  .  88  00 

£  bbl.  beef,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7  00 

4  bush,  parsnips,  .  .  .  .  .  1  50 

80  “  potatoes,  .  *  .  .  .  .  40  00 

5  “  carrots,  .  .  .  .  .  .  2  50 

25  “  turnips,  .  .  .  .  .  .  12  50 

380  lbs.  bacon,  .  .  .  .  .  .  45  60 

h,  bbl.  flour,  .  .  .  .  .  .  3  37 

2  lb.  tea,  .......  40 

1  bbl.  crackers,  .  .  .  .  .  .  3  00 

17  lbs.  cheese,  .  .  .  .  .  .  1  70 

Soap  and  greese,  .  .  .  .  .  .  15  00 

147  lbs.  lard,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19  11 

37  lbs.  coffee,  .  .  .  .  .  .  3  70 

Tallow  and  candles,  .  .  .  .  .  .  2  00 

5  gals,  vinegar,  ......  50 

30  “  molasses,  .  .  .  .  .  .  7  50 

8  bush,  meal,  .  .  .  .  .  .  6  16 

10  “  barley,  .  .  .  .  .  8  34 

3  ladders,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4  00 

50  lbs.  butter,  .  .  .  .  .  .  12  50 

1  lantern,  .......  87 

4  lbs.  tobacco,  ......  80 

Lot  of  manure,  ......  375  00 

Lot  of  boards, .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4  00 

Saddle  and  bridle,  .  .  .  .  .  1  25 

1  peck  peas, .......  75 
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6  bush,  beets, 

20  dunghill  fowls, 

6  turkeys, 

1  ice  chest,  . 

1  note,  and  sundries  of  bills, 
Patent  balances, 

Hay  chopper, . 


.  $3  00 

7  00 
6  00 
7  00 
.  133  30 
.  25  .00 

2  00 


$1,797  85 


ALVAH  RAYMOND, )  Overseers 
JAMES  TIRRELL,  V  of 
SAMUEL  CURTIS,  ^  the  Poor. 
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Deaths  in  the  Town  of  Weymouth  from  Jan .  1, 1852,  to  Jan.  1,  1853. 


Date. 

Nam8. 

Age. 

Years. 

Mo ’s. 

Days. 

Jan.  2, 

Sarah  Shaw,  .... 

90 

7 

10 

“  7, 

Timothy  Nash,  .... 

74 

1 

24 

“  22, 

Margaret  Mitchell,  .... 

22 

“  24, 

Child  of  Alanson  Cushing, 

— 

1 

Feb.  15, 

Child  of  Alanson  Cushing, 

— 

_ 

23 

“  16, 

Lucy  Porter,  .... 

73 

6 

14 

“  20, 

Hannah  Holbrook, 

65 

3 

20 

“  20, 

David  B.  Joy,  .... 

35 

6 

12 

“  29, 

William  J.  Batterson, 

32 

6 

24 

“  29, 

Henry  S.  Partridge, 

10 

2 

“  29, 

Harriet  Kingman,  .... 

19 

6 

Mar.  3, 

Eliza  M.  T.  Hunt,  .... 

56 

8 

“  12, 

Samuel  Blanchard,  .... 

71 

10 

25 

“  13, 

Sarah  French,  .... 

83 

6 

“  14, 

Herbert  Shaw,  .... 

1 

1 

18 

“  17, 

Thomas  Purcell,  .... 

— 

3 

“  18, 

George  H.  Thomas, 

1 

7 

28 

“  30, 

Rachel  Pratt,  .... 

73 

April, 

Child  of  S.  P.  Cushing, 

— 

4 

“  6, 

Saloma  A.  Boynton, 

14 

— 

__ 

“  9, 

Eunice  M.  Pratt,  .... 

1 

_ 

16 

“  15, 

Abigail  Raymond,  .... 

19 

1 

15 

“  25, 

Fanny  G.  Dunbar,  .... 

1 

7 

1 

“  25, 

Thomas  Seward, 

82 

6 

May  6, 

Ruth  Page,  ..... 

60 

19 

“  9, 

Ira  E.  Hayward,  .... 

1 

5 

24 

“  12, 

Harriet  N.  Bates, 

25 

8 

4 

“  19, 

Hiram  W.  Raymond, 

1 

9 

7 

“  20, 

Moses  H.  Faxon, 

— 

1 

3 

“  21, 

Lydia  Bates,  .... 

72 

“  22, 

David  Vining,  .... 

45 

5 

27 

June  3, 

William  H.  Gardner, 

38 

1 

20 

“  14, 

Joseph  Stiles,  .... 

57 

3 

28 

“  26, 

Alvan  Reed,  .... 

46 

2 

5 

“  29, 

Lydia  M.  Pratt,  .... 

33 

7 

8 

July  3, 

Warren  B.  White,  .... 

— 

5 

16 

“  4, 

Child  of  Gerrv  Fairbanks,  . 

— 

4 

20 

“  5, 

Emeline  Shaw,  .... 

25 

7 

21 

“  5, 

John  Mitchell,  .... 

6 

7 

“  7, 

Child  of  Wilson  Tirrell,  . 

— 

12 

“  10, 

Elizabeth  C.  O’Mara, 

— 

i 

15 

“  27, 

William  S.  Pool,  .... 

45 

9 

Aug.  4, 

Ella  M.  Bates,  .... 

— 

5 

26 

“  13, 

Lydia  A.  Cushing,  .... 

1 

1 

12 

“  13, 

Francis  L.  Torrey,  .... 

30 

2 

5 

“  16, 

William  P.  O’Mara, 

— 

9 

22 

“  19, 

Mary  A.  Evans,  .... 

— 

— 

21 

“  20, 

Helen  Stetson,  .... 

— 

6 

16 

“  21, 

Mary  E.  Wales,  .... 

— 

1 

16 

“  23, 

David  Lynch,  .... 

— 

3 

— 

“  25, 

Denny  Cowan,  .... 

1 

4 

30 


Date. 

Name. 

Age. 

Years. 

Mo’s. 

.Days 

Aug.  25, 

Tirzah  Norton,  .... 

22 

11 

11 

“  26, 

John  Gearing,  .... 

24 

— 

— 

27, 

Fannie  M.  Binney,  .... 

— 

3 

19 

“  29, 

Warren  B.  Raymond, 

1 

9 

39 

Sept.  1, 

Margaret  Emery,  .... 

2 

— 

- 

“  2, 

Abby  E.  Bartlett,  .... 

2 

6 

19 

“  2, 

Edwin  H.  French,  .... 

2 

3 

11 

“  2, 

Reuben  Lowell,  .... 

— 

1 

13 

“  3, 

Anne  J.  Holbrook,  .... 

— 

1 

19 

“  6, 

Ira  Derby,  ..... 

34 

2 

14 

“  9, 

Ella  F.  Derby,  .... 

1 

6 

28 

“  10, 

Mary  L.  Bates,  .... 

35 

8 

21 

“  11, 

Charles  S.  Chandler, 

— 

11 

8 

“  12, 

Josiah  B.  Reed,  .... 

— 

3 

5 

“  14, 

Zaccheus  Holmes,  .... 

70 

— 

— 

“  21, 

Child  of  James  L.  Bates,  . 

— 

1 

“  22, 

Horace  Crocker,  .... 

— 

3 

17 

“  23, 

Lucinda  Cushing,  .... 

32 

8 

8 

“  24, 

Sally  A.  French,  .... 

2 

5 

11 

“  25, 

Georgiana  F.  French, 

2 

— 

12 

“  26, 

Sarah  Thayer,  .  .  % 

83 

3 

5 

“  28, 

Elizabeth  W.  Raymond, 

1 

5 

— 

(( 

David  0.  Wade,  .... 

1 

4 

— 

Oct.  2, 

Mary  Tirrell,  .... 

60 

5 

20 

“  3, 

Peter  Whitmarsh,  .... 

79 

— 

4 

“  5, 

Stephen  D’Arcy,  .... 

6 

5 

“  6, 

Zerah  Childs,  .... 

28 

6 

27 

“  26, 

Child  of  John  Dillon, 

— 

— 

1 

Nov.  6, 

James  B.  Tirrell,  .... 

32 

*  6 

17 

“  8, 

Jane  S.  Davis,  .... 

35 

9 

25 

“  11, 

John  F.  Smith,  .... 

13 

7 

18 

“  11, 

Daniel  Loud,  .... 

53 

10 

11 

“  14, 

James  McManners,  .... 

18 

4 

— 

“  25, 

Louisa  Richards,  .... 

3 

1 

12 

Dec.  3, 

Deborah  L.  Torrey,  .... 

18 

5 

26 

“  7, 

Susan  Hunt,  .... 

52 

— 

17 

“  8, 

Betsy  Hunt,  .... 

84 

5 

27 

“  9, 

Dean  Randall,  .... 

48 

— 

21 

“  11, 

Acigail  Joy,  .... 

85 

3 

27 

“  14, 

Jedson  Woodward,  .... 

28 

— 

— 

“  17, 

Samuel  B.  Chessman, 

23 

10 

26 

“  18, 

George  H.  Humphrey, 

2 

11 

5 

“  21, 

Nancy  W.  Harris,  .... 

68 

8 

9 

“  29, 

Zichri  Nash,  .... 

82 

10 

20 

RECAPITULATION. 

In  January, 

4 

In  August, 

•  •  • 

13 

“  February, 

.  .  7 

“  September,  . 

•  •  • 

19 

“  March,  . 

.  .  .  7 

“  October, 

•  •  • 

5 

“  April,  . 

6 

“  November,  . 

•  •  • 

6 

“  May, 

.  .  .  7 

“  December,  . 

•  •  • 

10 

“  June,  . 

4 

“  July,  . 

.  .  .  7 

Total, 

•  •  • 

95 

Males, 

50 

Females,  . 

45 

/ 


Deaths  in  1847, 

“  1848, 

“  1849, 

“  1850, 

64 

92 

77 

95 

Deaths  in  1851, 

“  1852, 

•  • 

•  ♦ 

Average  per  year, 

• 

•  a  •  • 

83£ 

Births  from  January  1, 1852,  to  January  1,  1853. 

Males, 

«  •  •  •  • 

101 

|  Females, 

• 

Total, 

• 

•  •  •  • 

181 

Births  in 

it 

tt 

a 

1847, 

1848, 

1849, 

1850, 

147 

171 

184 

177 

Births  in  1851, 

“  1852, 

Total,  . 

•  • 

•  • 

Average  per  year, . 176£ 


Marriages  in  the  Town  of  Weymouth  from  Jan.  1,  1852,  to  Jan  1 


Feb. 

1. 

March  22. 

it 

16. 

April 

22. 

May 

12. 

it 

12. 

a 

18. 

it 

20. 

June 

6. 

it 

8. 

Aug. 

26. 

it 

31. 

Sept. 

1. 

it 

9. 

if 

9. 

it 

15. 

it 

22. 

it 

26. 

Oct. 

13. 

a 

13. 

Nov. 

11. 

ft 

24. 

it 

27. 

it 

29. 

Dec. 

2. 

i% 

12. 

if 

23. 

it 

23. 

it 

23. 

Benjamin  C.  Tirrell  and  Emeline  W.  Torrey. 
George  W.  Collier  and  Ann  M.  French. 
Sumner  Thompson  and  Emily  J.  Whiting. 
Frederic  0.  Cushing  and  Frances  E.  Currant. 
Otis  S.  Blanchard  and  Caroline  M.  Briggs. 
William  Melligan  and  Josephine  Lathrop. 
Daniel  Earl  and  Mary  E.  Johnson. 

Theodore  E.  Waters  and  Sarah  A.  Pope. 
Warren  Dyer  and  Temperance  B.  Whiting. 
Franklin  Heed  and  Pamelia  Thayer. 

Joshua  Yinal  and  Elizabeth  H.  Collier. 

Joseph  Crocker  and  Harriet  M.  Stiles. 

Francis  M.  Shaw  and  Nancy  M.  Gay. 

Thomas  F.  Cleverly  and  Sarah  L.  Pratt. 

John  Burrell  and  Ann  M.  Cargil. 

Samuel  P.  Hayden  and  Mary  L.  Davis. 
Boswell  L.  Corbin  and  Mary  A.  Tirrell. 

James  M.  Stoddard  and  Elizabeth  A.  Gannett. 
Gilbert  Bowditch  and  Susanna  B.  Nash. 
Edmund  S.  Potter  and  Hannah  H.  Dyer. 
Theron  Tirrell  and  Nancy  A.  Goodridge. 
Benjamin  Stodder  and  Mary  Carey. 

Benjamin  H.  Stevens  and  Sophia  Bates. 
Lorenzo  Pool  and  Sarah  J.  Vining. 

George  F.  Collier  and  Lucy  A.  White. 

Warren  C.  French  and  Cylinda  Bates. 

John  S.  Porter  and  Elizabeth  B.  Sprange. 
Alexis  Torrey  and  Lucena  H.  Yeaton. 

Charles  W.  Hersey  and  Mary  J,  Tirrell, 
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Marriages  in  1847, 

• 

39 

Marriages  in  1850, 

• 

44 

“  1848, 

0 

45 

“  1851, 

• 

49 

«  1849, 

0 

42 

“  1852, 

• 

29 

Average  per  year, . 41  £ 


Weymouth  Incorporated  as  a  Town  in  1635. 


Population  in  1790, 

1,469 

“  1800,  . 

1,803 

“  1810,  . 

1,889 

“  1820,  . 

.  2,407 

“  1830,  . 

2,839 

“  1840,  . 

3,738 

“  1850,  . 

5,221 

Average  10  years, 


Increase  for  10  years, 

• 

334 

<< 

10  “ 

• 

86 

U 

10  “ 

• 

518 

il 

10  “ 

• 

432 

u 

10  “ 

899 

u 

10  “ 

• 

.  1,483 

62 5b 
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TOWN  MEETING. 

'  COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Norfolk,  ss.  To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Wey¬ 
mouth,  in  the  County  of  Norfolk ,  Greeting  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are 
directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Weymouth, 
qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  Town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 
Town  House,  in  said  Weymouth,  on  Monday,  the  fourteenth 
day  of  March  next,  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  then  and 
there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  viz. : — 

1st.  To  choose  a  Moderator  for  said  Meeting. 

2d.  To  choose  all  necessary  Town  Officers  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

3d.  To  bring  in  their  votes  for  a  County  Treasurer. 

4th.  Fo  hear  and  act  on  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  several 
boards  of  Town  Officers. 

5th.  To  determine  the  manner  in  which  the  highways  and 
bridges  shall  be  repaired  the  ensuing  year,  and  raise  money  for 
the  same. 

6th.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  have  in  relation  to 
establishing  a  High  School. 

7th.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  deemed  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  support  of  Schools  the  year  next  ensuing,  and  appor¬ 
tion  the  same  among  the  several  districts. 

8th.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Prudential  School 
Committee  to  select  and  contract  with  teachers. 

9th.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  several  school 
districts  to  choose  their  own  Prudential  Committees. 

10th.  To  raise  money  for  the  support  of  the  Poor,  and  other 
necessary  Town  charges. 

11th.  To  take  any  action  that  may  be  deemed  necessary  in 
relation  to  the  debt  contracted  for  building  the  Town  House,  and 
also  in  relation  to  providing  means  for  paying  the  expenses  of 
buildino-  the  new  road  ordered  by  the  County  Commissioners  on 
petition  of  Samuel  Penimam  and  others. 
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12th.  To  hear  the  report  of  any  Committee  appointed  at  any 
former  meeting,  and  act  thereon. 

13th.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  Selectmen  on  laying  out  an 
extension  of  Pearl  Street  to  North  Street,  as  a  public  highway. 

14th.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  Selectmen  on  laying  out 
Washburn  Place,  so  called,  as  a  public  highway. 

15th.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  let  the  Town  Hall  to  the  Rev. 
John  Lynch,  on  the  fourth  Sunday  of  each  month,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  public  worship. 

16th.  To  hear  the  request  of  Elnathen  Bates,  concerning  the 
lot  of  land  onw..:cb  his  shop  now  stands. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  public  Meeting-houses,  and 
at  the  Weymouth  Post  Office,  in  said  town,  seven  days  at  least 
before  the  time  for  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon  to  the  Town  Clerk,  on  or  before  the  time  of 
the  Meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands,  this  twenty-first  day  of  February,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three. 

NOAH  YINING,  Jr.,  \  Selectmen 
ATHERTON  N.  HUNT,  }  of 
SAMUEL  FRENCH,  2d.,)  Weymouth . 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


MARCH  8,  1  8  5  3. 


The  Committee  appointed  to  superintend  and  examine  thfe 
Schools,  submit  the  following  Report : 

The  importance  of  education  is  so  great  as  not  to  be  capable 
of  estimation,  when  we  consider  that  the  mind  constitutes  the 
difference  between  the  human  and  the  animal  being,  the  legitimate 
source  of  happiness  and  usefulness  of  the  former  being  intellec¬ 
tual  and  rational  attainments,  while  that  of  the  latter  is  the  grati¬ 
fication  of  the  animal  propensities. 

It  is  an  erroneous  idea  which  some  cherish,  that  an  education 
is  necessary  only  for  the  professional  man,  and  that  the  laborer 
can  be  just  as  happy  and  useful  without,  as  with  it.  The  fact  is 
there  is  no  trade  or  employment  where  science  is  not  needed. 
Without  scientific  education  we  should  know  something  of  the 
scenes  and  objects  within  reach  of  our  senses,  but  beyond  their 
narrow  sphere,  all  would  lie  shrouded  in  impenetrable  darkness, 
while  the  educated  enjoy  truths  which  it  took  ages  to  perfect  and 
establish.  Sciences,  elaborated  by  the  world’s  intellect,  are  passed 
over  to  them,  finished  and  whole. 

First  District.  * 

The  Summer  Term  of  the  Primary  Department  was  conducted 
by  one  who  has  had  some  experience  in  teaching,  and  one  well 
qualified  to  fill  the  station  in  which  she  was  placed,  the  school 
being  ma  de  up  mostly  of  small  children. 

At  the  monthly  visitations  of  the  committee  they  were  pleased 
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to  find  the  school  orderly  and  under  good  discipline,  and  the  clos¬ 
ing  examination  gave  good  evidence  of  improvement,  and  was 
satisfactory  to  the  committee. 

The  Summer  Term  of  the  Grammar  Department  was  under 
the  charge  of  one  who  had  never  before  taught  school.  Her 
first  experience  gave  evidence  of  qualifications  well  fitted  for  the 
employment  which  she  had  chosen.  She  succeeded  in  winning 
the  love  and  esteem  of  her  pupils,  by  her  kind  intuitions  and  ear¬ 
nest  endeavor  to  promote  their  welfare.  The  order  of  the  school 
was  good,  and  the  scholars  evinced  a  desire  to  improve.  The 
committee  were  gratified  in  knowing  that  good  attention  had  been 
paid  to  reading.  Progress  was  noticed  from  time  to  time,  and 
the  closing  examination  was  comparatively  good. 

The  Winter  Term  of  the  Primary  Department  was  continued 
under  the  instruction  of  the  same  teacher,  with  that  advanced  im¬ 
provement  which  usually  attends  the  labors  of  those  who  have 
charge  of  the  same  school  for  a  series  of  terms.  Good  order 
prevailed  throughout,  and  the  closing  examination  evinced  a 
marked  advance  from  the  previous  year,  especially  in  reading 
and  spelling. 

The  Winter  Term  of  the  Grammar  Department  was  com¬ 
menced  by  one  who  was  approbated  by  a  subcommittee  to  take 
charge  of  the  school  till  the  meeting  of  the  whole  board.  After 
*  continuing  four  weeks  he  was  again  examined  by  the  whole  com¬ 
mittee,  and  permitted  to  continue  his  instruction  till  the  commit¬ 
tee  could  visit  his  school,  when  he  should  again  come  before  them  ; 
but  after  continuing  in  school  another  week,  instead  of  meeting 
the  committee  he  deemed  it  expedient  to  retire.  His  place  was 
occupied  by  an  experienced  teacher,  who  had  before  taught  in 
the  same  school.  Owing  to  the  interruption  the  school  did  not 
make  that  improvement  which  would  have  been  expected  had  no 
such  occurrence  taken  place.  Evidences  of  improvement,  how¬ 
ever,  were  still  discernible  from  one  visitation  to  another,  and  the 
closing  examination  was  quite  commendable. 

Second  District. 

The  Summer  School  in  this  District  was  in  charge  of  a  teacher 
whose  qualifications  for  her  profession,  accompanied  with  untir- 
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ing  fidelity  and  good  success,  have  uniformly  gained  commenda¬ 
tion.  When  visited  by  the  committee  the  school  has  appeared  to  be 
well  managed,  and  commendable  interest  has  been  noticed  in  the 
business  of  the  school-room.  There  has  been  the  appearance  of 
mutual  attachment  between  the  teacher  and  her  pupils,  which  is 
believed  to  be  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  every  school. 

From  the  examination  of  the  Winter  School  several  scholars 
absented  themselves  for  reasons  which  were  not  explained  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  committee.  Although  the  examination  was 
not  equal  to  the  one  at  the  close  of  the  Summer  Term,  there  was 
an  exhibition  of  some  improvement  deserving  praise,  and  of 
talent  encouraging  hopes  with  respect  to  the  future. 

Third  District. 

This  District  has  three  large  schools  during  the  year. 

The  Primary  and  Intermediate  Departments,  during  the  sum¬ 
mer,  were  under  the  instruction  of  two  well-qualified  and  suc¬ 
cessful  teachers.  The  improvement  of  the  pupils  was  commenda¬ 
ble  and  satisfactory.  The  examination  met  the  decided  approval 
of  the  committee. 

The  Grammar  Department  was  under  the  direction  of  a  more 
experienced  teacher.  Her  fidelity  to  the  school  in  the  assiduity 
with  which  she  labored  for  its  welfare,  is  highly  commendable. 
A  single  glance  was  sufficient  to  show  that  the  relation  between 
the  pupils  and  teacher,  was  one,  not  only  of  advantage,  but  of 
mutual  delight.  The  closing  exercise  was -both  agreeable  and 
satisfactory. 

Winter  Term.  The  Primary  and  Intermediate  Schools  were 
under  the  instruction  of  the  same  faithful  teachers  who  had  charge 
of  them  the  preceding  term. 

These  schools  are  quite  too  large  for  rapid  advancement. 

Three  teachers  might  be  employed  to  advantage,  had  we 
the  necessary  accommodations.  Nevertheless,  the  scholars 
have  done  well ;  and  much  credit  is  due  the  teachers,  for  their 
patient  and  indefatigable  labor.  They  have  been  interested  in 
their  pupils,  and  their  pupils  have  appeared  orderly  and  pro¬ 
gressive.  The  committee  were  much  pleased  with  the  appear¬ 
ance  and  examination  of  these  schools. 
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The  Grammar  School  has  been  in  charge  of  an  efficient  and 
competent  teacher. 

The  pupils  have  been  ambitious  of  distinction,  and  pleased 

with  notice  :  everv  visit  we  made  was  hailed  as  a  new  incentive 

'  •/ 

to  exertion,  every  suggestion  kindly  listened  to,  and  seemed  to 
prompt  to  new  efforts  in  their  high  calling. 

In  the  moral  tone  of  this  school,  in  life  and  energy,  in  activity 
and  general  intelligence,  in  order,  in  earnestness  in  their  studies, 
in  the  zeal  and  industry  of  their  teacher,  there  is  surely  a  mani¬ 
fest  distinction.  We  think  it  would  not  be  difficult,  in  each  of 
these  points,  to  designate  particular  excellence.  The  committee 
can  speak  of  the  school  with  great  confidence  and  pleasure. 

Fourth  District. 

Summer  Term.  The  Primary  Department  commenced  April 
12th,  under  the  instruction  of  the  teacher  of  the  previous  year, 
who  by  her  industry,  and  patient  efforts  to  promote  the  best  inte¬ 
rests  of  the  school,  secured  the  respect  of  her  pupils,  and  thereby 
good  order  was  attained,  without  resorting  to  any  considerable 
amount  of  corporeal  punishment.  The  closing  examination  was 
quite  satisfactory  to  the  committee,  evincing  a  commendable 
degree  of  progress. 

The  Winter  Term,  was  continued  under  the  charge  of  the 
same  teacher,  who  by  her  indefatigable  exertions  and  strict  at¬ 
tention  to  the  suggestions  of  the  committee,  succeeded  in  main¬ 
taining  good  order,  regular  and  punctual  attendance,  (sickness 
excepted,)  of  most  of  her  pupils,  and  the  closing  examination 
clearly  manifested,  that  great  care  had  been  taken  by  the  teacher, 
that  the  progress  of  all  the  pupils  should  be  thorough  so  far  as 
they  advanced,  and  particularly  in  that  most  important  part  of 
primary  instruction,  reading  and  spelling. 

Summer  Term.  The  Grammar  Department  also,  commenced 
on  the  12th  of  April ;  The  whole  number  of  scholars  being  44, 
and  the  average  attendance  28  ;  in  addition  to  this  irregular  at¬ 
tendance,  212  requests  were  made  during  this  term  by  parents, 
that  scholars  might  be  excused,  before  the  time  of  dismissing  the 
school.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add,  that  in  this  state  of  things, 
good  order  and  advancement  in  the  school  could  not  reasonably  be 
expected,  and  the  closing  examination,  bore  abundant  marks  of  its 
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effects,  in  almost  every  exercise.  There  were,  however,  schol¬ 
ars  in  this  school,  who  improved  the  privileges  there  afforded,  and 
were  creditable  exceptions  to  the  general  character  of  the  school. 

The  Winter  Term  was  continued  under  the  same  instructor, 
the  whole  number  of  scholars  being  43,  and  the  average  attend¬ 
ance  36.  It  will  be  seen  that  in  this  respect,  quite  an  improve¬ 
ment  was  made,  yet  it  continued  a  great  fault.  The  order  of 
the  school  was  good  in  other  respects.  There  was  a  multiplicity 
of  classes  in  school,  and  it  is  believed  that  a  considerable  amount 
of  education  was  acquired,  but  there  appeared  to  be  a  great  lack 
of  thoroughness  in  every  exercise,  except  writing,  which  was 
very  creditable  to  both  teacher  and  scholars. 

Should  the  scholars,  however,  have  the  opportunity  of  con¬ 
tinuing  their  studies,  and  make  a  careful  review  of  the  several 
branches  pursued  by  them  during  this  term,  the  benefits  may  yet 
be  fully  realized. 

Fifth  District. 

There  were  two  schools  in  the  summer,  of  four  and  a  half 
months  each.  Commendable  progress  was  made  by  some  of  the 
scholars  in  the  grammar  division  ;  though  the  closing  examina¬ 
tion  was  not  all  that  was  desirable.  A  more  thorough  discipline 
would  have  been  of  advantage  to  the  school. 

The  Primary  Department,  was  under  the  charge  of  an  experi¬ 
enced  and  efficient  teacher.  The  scholars  were  orderly  and 
studious  and  made  very  good  progress  in  their  studies.  Partic¬ 
ular  attention  was  paid  to  spelling,  and  with  very  gratifying 
results.  The  examination  at  the  close,  was  quite  satisfactory. 

There  were  two  schools  in  the  fall,  of  three  months  each. 
The  Primary  Department  was  under  the  same  teacher  who  had 
charge  of  it  in  the  summer.  Both  schools  were  under  good  in¬ 
struction  and  discipline,  and  received  commendation  at  the 
closing  examination.  Much  credit  is  due  to  the  teacher  of  the 
Grammar  Department,  for  raising  by  subscription  in  the  district, 
about  twenty-fiye  dollars,  with  which  to  purchase  for  the  use  of 
the  school,  a  globe,  maps,  &c. 

After  the  fall  schools  were  closed,  a  school  was  opened  under 
the  charge  of  another  and  an  experienced  teacher,  to  continue 
three  months.  This  school  has  appeared  well  at  the  several 
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visitations,  the  order  being  good  and  the  pupils  studious.  This 
report  being  made  previous  to  the  closing  examination,  the  com¬ 
mittee  cannot  speak  of  the  progress  of  the  school. 


Sixth  District. 

In  the  summer,  there  were  two  schools  of  six  months  each, 
both  of  which  were  efficiently  managed  and  thoroughly  instruct¬ 
ed,  and  received  the  commendation  of  the  committee  at  the  close. 
There  were  in  the  grammar  division  several  scholars  of  superior 
excellence. 

The  grammar  division,  in  the  Winter  Term,  was  under  the 
charge  of  the  same  instructor  that  taught  it  the  two  preceding 
winters.  For  the  first  ten  weeks  it  was  under  the  superintend¬ 
ence  of  the  selectmen — the  wages  of  the  teacher,  for  that  time, 
being  paid  from  the  income  of  the  district  fund.  Since  that  time, 
the  committee  have  superintended  it,  and  have  been  exceedingly 
gratified  with  the  interest  manifested  by  both  teacher  and  pupils 
in  the  business  of  the  school,  and  they  anticipate  great  pleasure 
in  the  closing  examination,  which  they  regret  comes  too  late  to 
be  noticed  in  this  report.  This  school  stands  among  the  very 
first  in  the  town.  It  is  hoped  that  it  may  enjoy  again  the  services 
of  the  excellent  teacher  who  has  given  such  satisfaction  to  the 
committee  and  the  district,  for  the  three  seasons  he  has  had 
charge  of  it. 

The  primary  division  was  instructed  by  the  same  teacher  who 
had  charge  of  it  the  two  preceding  terms.  It  has  appeared 
well  at  the  monthly  visitations.  The  teacher  has  labored  faith¬ 
fully  for  the  interests  of  the  school,  and  with  good  success.  This 
school  does  not  close  in  season  to  notice  the  examination  in  this 
report. 

Seventh  District. 

Summer  Term.  At  the  commencement  of  the  term  there  was 
but  one  school ;  but  the  number  of  pupils  was  so  large,  that  at 
the  expiration  of  five  weeks  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  divide  the 
school. 

The  Grammar  Department  was  under  the  direction  of  one  of 
our  best  teachers.  The  school  throughout  was  remarkable  for 
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its  order,  and  at  its  close,  for  the  perfectness  of  its  recitations. 
The  improvements  made  in  the  higher  branches  of  study  taught 
during  the  term,  sp©ke  well  for  the  ability  and  perseverance  of 
the  teacher. 

The  Primary  Department  was  in  charge  of  a  young,  yet  com¬ 
petent  and  successful  teacher.  The  school  was  well  conducted, 
and  at  its  termination,  good  progress  was  evinced  by  the  pupils. 

Winter  Term.  The  grammar  division  was  in  charge  of  a 
competent  teacher,  and  was  well  conducted. 

The  teacher  labored  under  a  serious  disadvantage  in  the  irreg¬ 
ular  attendance  of  the  scholars,  an  evil  which  ought  to  be  reme¬ 
died.  At  the  close  of  the  school,  it  was  evident  to  your  commit¬ 
tee  that  good  improvement  had  been  made,  especially  by  those 
who  had  been  most  punctual  in  their  attendance. 

The  primary  division  was  in  charge  of  an  experienced  teach¬ 
er,  who  conducted  it  to  the  entire  satisfaction,  both  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  and  parents. 

Eighth  District. 

This  is  in  a  sense  two  districts.  It  has  two  school-houses,  sit¬ 
uated  more  than  a  mile  apart,  and  is  divided  into  what  are  termed 
the  north  and  south  divisions.  This  division  operates  unfavor¬ 
ably  as  to  the  length  of  the  schools.  It  seems  proper  to  call 
attention  to  this  state  of  the  district,  and,  without  entering  into 
detail,  to  suggest  that  one  of  two  things  be  done.  Either  let  one 
commodious  house  be  erected  in  a  central  situation  for  all  the 
pupils  in  the  district;  or,  (which  is  preferable,)  let  the  present 
houses  be  employed  for  annual  primary  schools,  to  be  taught  by 
females,  and  let  a  school  be  kept  in  the  centre  of  the  district,  by 
a  master  three  or  four  months  in  the  winter  for  the  older  pupils. 
By  such  an  arrangement,  and  for  the  same  amount  of  money  now 
expended,  it  is  believed  that  much  may  be  gained  in  the  length 
of  the  schools. 

We  simply  suggest  the  matter  for  the  consideration  of  those 
whom  it  may  concern. 

The  north  division  of  this  district  is  subdivided  into  a  primary 
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and  grammar  department.  The  former  was  in  charge  of  two 
different  teachers  daring  the  summer. 

One  taught  it  13J  weeks,  and  then  left  on  account  of  sickness. 
The  other  taught  six  weeks.  It  was  well  conducted  in  both 
instances,  and  appeared  creditably  at  the  closing  examination. 

The  grammar  department  was  in  charge  of  an  able  and  expe¬ 
rienced  teacher,  continued  twenty  weeks,  was  well  conducted, 
and  closed  with  honor  to  the  teacher,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  committee. 

The  south  division,  with  all  the  pupils  in  one  department,  con¬ 
tinued  twenty  weeks,  was  kept  by  a  young,  but,  on  the  whole,  a 
successful  teacher. 

For  want  of  funds,  no  primary  school  has  been  kept  in  the 
district  during  the  past  winter.  The  deficiency,  however,  has 
been  supplied  by  a  private  school  under  the  care  of  a  teacher 
amply  qualified  to  instruct  and  manage  any  of  our  grammar 
schools. 

The  north  division,  Winter  Term,  was  taught  by  the  same 
instructor  who  had  charge  of  it  the  previous  winter,  and  who  is 
now  teaching,  for  the  third  season,  in  the  south  division.  It 
hardly  need  be  added  that  your  committee  are  well  satisfied  with 

his  mode  of  instruction,  and  the  management  of  his  schools. 

/ 

Ninth  District. 

Summer  Term.  The  Primary  Department  commenced  March 
15th,  under  the  same  instructress  as  the  previous  year,  the 
whole  number  of  scholars  being  94,  and  the  average  attendance 
70.  This  number  of  scholars  is  far  too  large  to  be  under  the 
care  of  one  teacher,  and  the  school-room  much  too  small  to 
accommodate  them.  Considering  the  circumstances,  the  school 
appeared  tolerably  well.  The  Winter  Term  was  continued  by  the 
same  teacher,  the  whole  number  of  scholars  being  86,  and  the 
average  attendance  65.  The  same  evils  continued  as  in  the  Sum¬ 
mer  Term,  and  the  result  was,  as  might  justly  be  expected,  that 
the  particular  attention  of  the  teacher  to  each  scholar,  necessary  to 
a  thorough  drilling  in  the  primary  school,  could  not  be  had,  and 
very  much  of  the  advantages  sought  for  in  our  schools  was  lost 
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to  the  pupils.  The  labor  of  the  teacher  was  very  great,  and  her 
success  as  good  as  could  reasonably  be  expected.  The  commit¬ 
tee  would  suggest  the  absolute  necessity  of  some  different  ar¬ 
rangement  in  this  district  in  order  to  reap  the  advantages  of  a 
good  common  school. 

The  Grammar  Department  of  this  district  was  conducted  the 
past  year  by  the  same  instructor  who  had  charge  of  it  the  three 
previous  years.  Much  is  expected  of  a  school  enjoying  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  the  same  teacher  from  year  to  year,  and  we  think 
we  do  not  go  too  far  in  saying  that  this  should  be  a  model  school, 
considering  the  advantages  it  enjoys  over  other  schools. 

In  most  respects  it  has  answered  the  expectations  of  the  com¬ 
mittee.  Much  has  been  done  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  and  his 
examinations  gave  evidence  that  his  labors  are  fully  appreciated. 

Tenth  District. 

There  was  an  interruption  of  the  Summer  School  in  this  dis¬ 
trict  by  a  change  of  teachers.  This  change  was  owing  to  the 
sickness  of  the  teacher  who  commenced  the  school,  whose  suc¬ 
cessful  labors  in  previous  terms  has  given  great  satisfaction,  and 
caused  the  failure  of  her  health  to  be  the  more  regretted.  In  re¬ 
tiring  from  her  school,  she  was  succeeded  by  one  whose  efforts, 
and  the  results,  in  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  her  position, 
were  satisfactory  to  the  committee. 

The  Winter  School,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  schol¬ 
ars,  at  the  examination,  did  not  appear  to  be  so  far  advanced  in 
the  common  branches  as  are  some  other  schools  in  town.  The 
cases  of  exception  were  such  as  merited  special  commendation. 
.The  teacher  appeared  to  be  interested  in  his  work,  and  gained 
the  affections  of  his  pupils.  Most  of  the  classes  at  the  examina¬ 
tion  were  commended  as  having  made  improvement  in  their 
studies. 

In  the  preface  to  this  report,  having  spoken  of  the  importance 
of  an  education,  the  committee  feel  it  incumbent  on  them  to  speak 
of  some  of  the  more  prominent  evils  connected  with  the  schools 
in  this  town. 
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And  in  the  first  place,  we  would  mention  the  evils  of  irregular 
attendance  and  tardiness.  These  are  evils  which  exist  to  a  very- 
great  extent,  and  ought  to  be  remedied.  Children  should  be  at 
school  constantly,  and  in  season,  if  they  would  gain  the  greatest 
amount  of  education  which  our  common  schools  are  able  to  af- 
,  ford.  Parents  ought  to  be  willing  to  make  some  sacrifice,  if  need 
be,  of  convenience,  for  the  sake  of  correcting  this  evil  ;  but  it 
is  believed,  were  the  importance  of  this  matter  duly  appreciated 
by  them,  they  would  so  arrange  their  affairs  as  to  suffer  no  con¬ 
siderable  inconvenience  in  allowing  their  children  to  attend  school 
regularly  and  punctually.  The  teacher  may  also  exert  an  influ¬ 
ence  in  this  matter.  Indeed,  with  proper  efforts  on  the  part  of 
the  teacher,  a  public  sentiment  may  be  created  in  the  school, 
which  will,  almost  of  itself,  correct  the  evil. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  well  to  speak  of  another  evil,  of 
a  similar  nature — that  of  parents  requesting  teachers  to  dismiss 
their  children  before  the  school  closes.  It  is  an  evil,  and  should 
be  discountenanced  by  all  parents  and  guardians  of  children. 

Another  evil,  and  perhaps  the  greatest  which  now  exists  in  our 
school  system,  is  that  connected  with  the  manner  of  selecting  and 
contracting  with  the  teachers.  Primarily,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
school  committee,  to  select  and  contract  with  all  the  teachers  for 
the  town  or  district  schools;  but  if  any  town  so  chooses,  it  may 
vote,  (an  article  being  in  the  warrant  for  the  purpose,)  to  transfer 
this  duty  from  the  school  committee  to  the  prudential  committee, 
(this  vote  having  validity  only  during  the  school-year  for  which 
it  is  passed) ;  and  in  this  case,  the  duty  of  selecting  devolves  upon 
the  latter,  but  the  prudential  committee  cannot  make  an  absolute 
contract  with  any  person  to  keep  a  school.  For  all  teachers 
must  be  examined  and  approved  by  the  school  committee,  before 
they  can  legally  commence  their  respective  schools  ;  without  this 
approval,  the  contract  is  void. 

The  practice  in  this  town  has  been  for  the  prudential  commit¬ 
tee  to  contract  with  the  teachers,  and  then,  after  notice  has  been 
given  of  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  school,  the  teacher 
has  appeared  before  the  school  committee  for  examination  and 
approval. 
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Now  the  evil  of  this  system  is,  that  very  many  of  the  prudential 
committee  have  not  taken  much  interest  in  the  schools,  and  know 
but  little  concerning  them.  They  usually  engage  the  teacher  or 
teachers  who  have  kept  the  school  before,  or  the  first  one  who  is 
recommended,  or  applies  for  it,  feeling  that  the  responsibility  of 
their  fitness  and  qualification  rests  with  the  school  committee, 
and  not  with  them  ;  and  usually  desire  to  get  along  with  the  least 
possible  trouble  to  themselves.  Just  as  the  schools  are  about  to 
commence,  they  bring  the  teachers  before  the  school  committee, 
who  examine  them,  and  very  often  are  not  fully  satisfied  with 
their  qualifications,  and  sometimes  feel  obliged  to  reject  them. 
Usually  this  gives  offence  to  the  prudential  committee,  who  re¬ 
sent  it,  as  an  improper  interference,  putting  him  to  unnecessary 
inconvenience  and  trouble  in  procuring  another,  also  causing 
delay  in  the  commencement  of  the  school.  Frequentty  the  re¬ 
jection  of  the  teacher  by  the  committee,  at  this  time,  would  be  a 
very  serious  injury  to  him,  in  his  reputation  and  his  plans.  In 
these  circumstances,  the  school  committee  approbate  those  whom 
they  would  not  employ ,  if  it  were  their  duty  to  select  and  contract 
with  them. 

Oftentimes  when  a  teacher  has  kept  a  school  and  given  good 
satisfaction  in  the  district,  by  means  of  keeping  on  good  terms 
with  the  pupils,  and  the  parents  have  rarely  if  ever  visited  the 
school  themselves  to  ascertain  how  it  is  conducted,  having  no 
knowledge  except  what  they  obtain  from  their  children ;  the 
school  committee  who  have  visited  it  as  the  law  requires,  are 
deeply  impressed  with  the  incompetency  of  the  teacher,  or  at 
least  that  there  are  others  much  more  competent  whose  services 
might  be  secured ;  and  yet  the  districts  select  and  choose  their 
prudential  committee,  with  particular  reference  to  his  employing 
the  same  teacher  or  teachers,  and  it  would  hardly  be  submitted 
to  by  the  district,  should  the  school  committee  withhold  their  ap¬ 
probation.  Thus,  in  some  instances,  schools  are  continued  term 
after  term,  with  a  teacher  so  deficient  in  some  essential  particu 
lars,  that  the  schools  lose  a  great  part  of  the  privileges  provide" 
for  them  by  the  town.  Teachers  must  not  only  have  a  suitable 
education,  (in  which  they  are  often  deficient,)  but  they  must 
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have  an  aptness  to  teach,  and  peculiar  talents  are  required  for 
the  successful  prosecution  of  that  calling,  in  all  its  departments. 

To  secure  such  teachers,  the  responsibility  must  rest  some¬ 
where,  and  not  be  divided  between  two ;  and  since  it  cannot, 
under  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth,  be  placed  upon  the 
prudential,  it  should,  in  our  opinion,  be  left  with  the  school 
committee  ;  and,  until  a  greater  interest  is  taken  by  parents  in 
the  schools,  the  school  committee  are  the  only  persons  whose 
circumstances  qualify  them  to  judge  in  this  matter.  Leave  then 
the  selecting  and  contracting  of  teachers  with  them,  and  they 
cannot  avoid  feeling  the  responsibility  ;  and,  although  they  may 
not  always  succeed  in  obtaining  the  very  best  teachers,  yet  it  is 
believed  that  a  higher  order  will  be  secured,  or  at  least,  those 
who  have  proved  themselves  incompetent,  will  not  be  employed 
a  second  term. 

If  this  course  should  be  adopted,  the  good  effects  would  soon 
be  apparent  in  our  schools,  and  the  town  would  be  slow  to  return 
to  its  present  practice  in  this  respect. 

There  is  much  room  for  improvement  in  other  particulars, 
connected  with  our  schools,  and  it  is  incumbent  on  the  commit¬ 
tee,  and  on  parents,  to  procure  the  best  teachers  and  con¬ 
veniences  they  can ;  to  see  that  their  children  attend  school 
daily  and  seasonably,  and  are  furnished  with  proper  books, — 
visit  the  schools  often, — consult  with  the  teachers, — understand 
the  rules  of  the  school,  and  require  all  the  scholars  strictly  to 
observe  them. 
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Statistics  of  the  several  Schools  for  1853,  and  a  comparison  with  those  of  the  two  preceding  years. 
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All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Committee, 


